
TOWN

COLCHtrSTtrR

BOARD OF'FNANCþ,

BYLAWS

F

f .'-1
L::, ]
't:;:¡

(..,_..,

t: ).

Lll

:-:J

( ,,1

;,-
(-!-)

''':- ì ¡ i

.....i ..-

' ,:ì

06106120t8
I)alc

Approved: Board of Finance,



Record of Revisions:

Section Revision Date

All Newly Adopted 21112012

Alticle 5

Section I

Previously read "At a Decelrber Boald rneeting following a trunicilralelection a Chair and Vice

Chair will be elected."
n12012013

Article 6

Section 8

Pleviously read "The dates of Boat'd rrreetings fol the following year shall be set by vote flom the

rtrernbers of the Board present at one of the Decenrber regular rneetings and the forwarded to the

Town Clerl< priol to year end."
12t412013

Article 8

Section 3

Previously l'ead "Liaisons to the Depalhrents, Boards and Conrtlissiol'ìs overseen by the Board rvill

be assigrred by the Chair at a Decenrbel Board rneeting following a municipal electiott or as

necessalJ follorving vacatrc ies."

Article 4

Section 2
Riglrts and Privileges of the Chair clarified by addition of last sentence

1012112015

Voting of membership clarified including interpretation of votes that result ill a tie.

Article 4

Section 2
add: and shall mairfain order

10tst20t6

Article 6

Section 5

Delete: Tlteagenela shall eentairr a Publie €onrnrent seetiorr .ovhere tlre publie shall have tlre I'ight to

Adcl:

The Boald nray perurit any individual or group to address the Board concertring any subject that lies

within its jurisdiction during the portion of any Board meetings so designated for such purpose.

provide tinle f'ol nlaxirnurrr citizen participation, the Board of Finance nlay establish a provision at a

nteeting to linlit colllrents. lu suclr a case, three (3) r.ninutes will be allotted to each speaker at each

tinre allotted.

(2) Contnrents will be made, standing, ol for those unable to do so, sitting, fi'om where they are

seated. Citiz-e ns are-þB l5 not to rllove to aisles, or to the fi'ont of the t'ootrt, to speak.

(-l) Speal<ers nlay ¡trovide wlitten testinrony or handouts to the Boarcl, which will becolue part of the

public nreeting record.

(4) Speal<ers are only perntitted to nrake presentations to the Board using PowerPoittt, ovet'head

pro.jectors, or other electronic/cligital progranrs with the plior approvaì of the Chairnlan.

(5) All speal<ers nrust identify therlselves by nat.ne aud town of residetrce.

that the Chairperson onìy ntay responcl if, in the discl'etion of the Chairperson, such conulents require

an irnnrccliate respouse.

At sonre rreetings, sr¡ch as budget workshops, the Boald at their discrction ntay add periods for

f'ollor,vecì.

Arlicle 6

Section 7



Article 6

Section 7

Article 6

Section 8

Article 6

Section 9

Article 6

Section l0

Move to new Section 8: Board nrer.nbels nay participate and vote at the meeting via a speal<er

phone plovided that the rneans of colnnrunication does not hinder the quality of the discussion and

that any l.neurbers of the public attencling can clearly hear the disctrssiolt.

Moved From Se ction 7:ìJoard meurbers nray palticipate and vote at the nreeting via a speaker

phone ol other electlonic nreans provicled that the means of cornmunication does not hincler the

quality of the discussion and that any members of the pubìic attending cau clearly heal the disctlssion.

NEI4/: AT the beginning of the meeting, the Chairperson shall identify people attending by phone or

other electronic uteans by first alid last naurc. When there ale multiple participants, each shall

identify thenlselves before speaking.

NEll: Other than the First Selectrnan, who by Charter is an ex-officio l.netnber of the Board of
Finance, menrbers of the Board of Selectmen and the Board of Education attending the Boald of

Finance meeting in pelson, by phone or other electronic uleans are urernbers of the public. As a

,ctlttef;r- fi: llr*s* tivo lSttalils^ ancì hr*¿use 1.ht:,v tsi\i:n havc inl'L-.r'il¡¡1ì{,r1 itlt?.i1"aíìt1L to thís l\*itrtl's
business, at the discletion of the Chairperson, their nrembers will be pernritted to corrurent outside of
Citizens Comnrents. They must be lecognized by the Chairpersotr, and state their uatne and position,

befole speaking.

Previous Section 8 is now Section 10

6t6t2018



ARTICLE 1. NAME, PURPOSE AND AUTHORIZATION

Section 1. The naure of the board shall be the 'Board of Finance of the Town of Colchester' (hereinafter leferred

to as the Board).

Section 2. Tl'¡e Board shall be responsible fol developing ancl presenting to the Town voters the btrdgets fbr all

Town departtnents and the overall Town governlnent and shall have all of the powers and perform all of the duties

conferred or irnposed upon boards of fìnance by the General Statr-ltes and Town of Colchester Charter $ C-601C.

ARTICLE 2. OFFICE OF THE BOAIìI)

Section 1. ]'he office of the Boald shall be at the Colchester]'own l-lall where Board records will be ntaintained.

Copies of all official docurnents, lecolds, and similal items will be filed or recorded with the Office of the Town

Clelk.

Section 2. All correspondence shall be addressed to the Board of Finance, 127 Norwich Avenue, Colchester, CT

0641s.

Section 3. Copies of all agendas, rninutes and resolutions of the Commission shall be filed with the Office of the

Town Clerk.

ARTICLE 3. MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. The Boald shall consist of six (6) members elected in accol'dance with the plovisions of the General

Statutes and the Town of Colchester Charter I C-202, $ C-203,

{ì c60r.

Section 2. All membels of the Boald shall participate fLrlly in Board meetings and activities and shallhave such

duties as rnay frorn tinre to tinle be assigned by the Board.

Section 3. Resignation lì'our the Board shall be in written fonn and translnitted to the Town Clerk who shall

plornptly forward sarne to the Boald of Finance.

Section 4 The Boald shall fill vacaucies in accordance with Town of Colchester Charter

s c60rD.

ARTICLE 4. OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIBS

Section 1. The officers of the Board shall consist of a Chair, and a Vice Chair

Section 2,1'he Chail shall preside at all nleetings arid hearings of the Board arrd shall maintaill order and havethe

duties nonnally corrfelred by palliarnenlary Lrsage on such oflìcels. The Chair shall have tlre authority to appoint

conrrrittees, call special rneetings, and genelally perlolrn othel duties as lr'ìay be plesclibed in these By-Laws. The

Chair has tlte satre Lrasic rights and plivileges as all other rnerlbels, inclLrding the light to rnake motions, to speak

in debate, and to vote on all motior.ls.

Section 3. The Vice Chail shall act f'or the Chail in his absence aud lrave the authority to perfornt the cluties

plescribed by that ofÍÌce.



Section 4. All correspondence addressed to the Board shall be presented by the Chairtnan to the Board at its first

meeting held after such rnail has been deliveled. All nail shall be deemed "received" when so presented.

ARTICLE 5. ELECTION OF OIIFICERS

Section 1. At the first rneeting subsequent to the second Monday after a Municipal election a Chair and Vice

Chair will be elected.

Section 2. Norninations shall be llade from the Board membership in attendance and elections of the offìcers

specified in Section I of AI'ticle 5 shall follow imnediately thereafter.

Section 3. A candidate receiving a rnajolity vote fi'om the rnernbel's of the Board present shall be declared elected

and shall serve for two (2) years.

Section 4. Vacancies in offices shall be filled by vote of the Board following the plocedut'es in Sections 2 and3.

The newly elected officer shall selve the unexpired term of the menrber he has replaced, or unti I his successol'

shall take office.

Section 5. An oflìcet'can be relnoved frorn their position, without cause or by a vote of foul Inembers of the

Board.

ARTICLE 6. MEETINGS

Section 1. Regular meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. on the first and third Wednesday of evet'y t.nontlr, except

when the Town Hall is closed due to public holiday or souìe other reason. In the event of such a scheduling

conflict, an altemative meeting date ntay be scheduled by the Board. All rneetings of the Boarcl are open to tlre

public as required by the Connecticr-rt General Statutes.

Section 2. Special meetings shall be callecl as necessary by the Chair. Notice of such meeting shall be posted ìn

the Office of the l'own Clerk in accordance with State Statutes.

Section 3. At all rrreetings of the board four meurbers shall constitute a quorulÌr and the concLu'r'ence of thlee voles

shall be necessary for the transaction ofbusiness.

Section 4. Robert's Rules of Order', slrall govern tìre proceedings at the meetings of this Board except as lnodified

by State and Fedel'al Statutes and the Ordinances and Charter of the Town of Colchester ol by these By-l-aws.

Section 5. While rneetir.rgs are operì to the public they ale not public heat'ings. The Board may perrttit arty

individual or group to addless tlre Board concerning any sr"rbject that lies within its jLrrisdiction during the portion

of auy Boa¡'d lneetings so designated for snch ¡rulpose. Citizens' Corrrrrrents shall be subject to the fbllowing

gu idelines:

(1) lf deenred necessaly, ilr oldel'to provide tirne fol rnaxinlLttn citizen palticipation, the Board of
Finance rnay establish a plovision at a meetingto lirnit cornrnents. Iu sr-¡ch a case, three (3) lnil.tt-ttes

will be allotted to each speaker at each rvalned citize¡r's coulrnents, The Board rnay decide lry a

rnajority vote to extend tlle 3 minutes of tinre allotted.

(2) Corlrnents will be rrrade. standing, or for those unable to do so, sitting, frotn rvhet'e tltey at'e seated.

Citizens are not to ulove to aisles, ot'to tlle front of the rooln, to speal<.



(3) Speakers rrray provide wlitten testimony or handouts to the Board, r,vlrich will beconle part of the

public rneeting lecold.
(4) Speakers are only pennitted to rlake presentations to tl'le Boald using PowerPoint, overhead

projectols, or other electlonic/cligital programs with the plior apploval of the Chairman.

(5) All speakers urust identify tlrernselves by narne and torvn of resiclence.

(6) The Boald will not respond to conrnents made duling Citizens' Cornnlents, with the exception that

the Chairpelson only nay responcl if, in the discletion of the Chairpersorr, such courrents reqLrile an

immediate respouse.

At sorne rneetings, such as budget workshops, the Board at their discretion rnay add periods fol PLrbl ic

Discussion. Citizens' Comrnents Guidelines with the exception ol'itern (6) above rvill be f'ollowed.

Section 6. At a meeting tlre Board rnay vote to go into Executive Session only for those pulposes identifiecl in the

Freedoln of Information Act. J'he urinutes rnust record tlletirles at which an Executive Session begins and ends.

Section 7. All members palticipating in the meeting lnay vote. Any vote that results in a tie does not achieve a

rnajority and therefole fails. For rnatters that require a decision a new lnotion can be proposed and voted on again

until a rna.iolity is achieved.

Section 8. Board rnernbers rnay participate and vote at the meeting via a speaker phone ol otlrel electronic lreaus

provided that the lrìeans of courrnunication does not hinder the quality of the discr"lssion and that any lrernbers of
the public attending can clearly hear the disclrssion. At the beginning of the meeting, the Chairperson shall

identify people attending by phone or other electronic rreans by first and last narne. When there are multiple
pafticipants, each shall identify themselves before speaking.

Section 9._Other than the First Selectrnan, who by Charter is an ex-oflicio rnernber of the Board of Finance,

rnernbel's of the Boal'd of Selectmen and the Board of Education attending the Board of Finance rneeling in
persou, by phone or other electronic means are rnenbers of the pLrblic. As a cor-rrtesy to these two Boalds, and

because they often have inforrnation irnpoltant to this Board's business, at the discretion of the Chairperson, their

rnernbel's will be peruritted to conurent outside of Citizens Cornrnents. They rnust be recognized by the

Chairperson and state their narne ar-rd position before speaking.

Section 10. l'he dates of Board meetings for the following year shall be set by vote fronl the members of tlle
Boarcl present at one of the Novernber regulal meetings and the forwarded to the Town Clelk prior to year end.

ARTICLE 7. ORDER OF BUSINESS

Section 1. Unless otherwise detennined by the Chair, the oldel of business at legr-rlar rneetings shall be

I. CALL TO ORDER

2. APPIìOVAL OF PIìI]VIOUS MEE'|ING MINUTES

3. CI]'IZENS COMMENTS

4. ADDITIONS TO TI.IE AGENDA

5. DEPARTMENT REPORTS

6. FIRST SEI,ECTMAN'S REPORT



7. CORRESPONDENCE

8. LIAISON REPORT

9. OLD BUSINESS

10. NEV/ BUSINESS

I1. CITIZENS COMMENTS

12. AD.IOURNMENT

Section 2.The order of br:siness for work ancl special nreetings will be deterrrined by the Clrair'.

ARTICLE 8. COMMITTEES/ LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS

Section 1. Mernbelship on comrnittees shall be appointed "ad-hoc".

Section 2. Special Comrnittees may be appointed by the Chair for purposes and tenns, which the Board approves.

Section 3. Liaisons to the Departlnents, Boalds and Commissions overseen by the Board will be assigned by the

Chair at the first meeting subsequeut to the second Monday after a Municipal election or as necess ary following
vacancles.

ARTICLE 9 CODE OF CONDUCT

Section 1. Each ureurber of the Board rnust disqualify hirnself: frorn discussion or acting on an issue by which he

will derive a dilect or indilect gain ol sufier a dilect or indirect loss.

Section 2. No rnernber can appeal befol'e the Boal'd representing himself or another palty .

ARTICLE 10. AMENDMENTS

Section l. l'hese By-Laws shall be leviewed at a Decer.nber Board meeting following a municipal election.

Section 2. 'fhese By-Laws rnay be anrended by a majority vote of tlre seated Board.

ARTICLE 11. ADOPIION

These By-Laws shall be adopted by vote of the Boald and shaìl becorne el'fective on the date adopted.

Acloptecl:

Rohert9'îar6u 0610(¡/2018

Chairnlan Robelt Tallclv f)Ît cr I


